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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Lesotho Invited to Join Hands for Children with Disability
DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD SEES CREATION OF GIANT HANDPRINT FLAG

5 June 2012, Maseru: The Lesotho Society of Mentally Handicapped Persons (LSMHP), Lesotho National Federation of Organisations of the Disabled (LNFOD) and Autism Lesotho have announced plans for the commemoration of Day of the African Child 2012. Starting this week a 2m high x 3.5 m wide flag made from handprints will tour disability inclusive schools around Lesotho as part of an awareness campaign to celebrate Day of the African Child 2012. The campaign entitled ‘Joining Hands for Children with Disability” will culminate in a public celebration at Pioneer Mall on 16 June where members of the public will be invited to add their handprints to the flag which will be displayed at a public location as a symbol of the nation’s commitment to protect and uphold the rights of children with disability. 
Day of the African Child is celebrated on 16 June every year throughout the African Union and offers an opportunity to focus attention on the human rights and status of children in society. The theme for this year’s Day of the African Child is “The Rights of Children with Disability – the duty to protect, respect, promote and fulfill”.  The flag will feature a map of Lesotho filled with handprints of children and various stakeholders involved in the protection of the rights of children with disability. Each handprint is a symbol of the individual’s commitment to maintain the rights of children with disability. 
From 8 June to 12 June, the flag will be bought to a number of inclusive and special education schools where children and teachers will be given the opportunity to put their handprint on the flag. The flag will then be brought to Pioneer Mall on 16th June where members of the public will be invited to “lend a hand” to the flag. Representatives from government organizations and NGOs involved in the care of children with disability will also attend the ceremony and place their mark on the flag.
“There are thousands of children with disability in Lesotho. Everyday these children struggle to access their basic rights to education, healthcare and protection. We urge everyone to come join us on 16 June at Pioneer Mall to lend a hand to children with disability. We want to highlight the fact that each individual plays an important role in creating a country safe for children with disability,” commented Rabasotho Moeletsi, Acting Executive Director of the Lesotho National Federation of Organisations of the Disabled and member of the Day of the African Child (DAC) Organising Committee. 

“Despite efforts by the government and NGO sectors to increase public awareness, disability is still seen as a stigma in Lesotho and children with disability are often excluded from community life, leaving them vulnerable to violence, neglect and abuse. By placing your handprint on the flag you are pledging your commitment to uphold the rights of children with disability and urging the government of Lesotho to hasten the process of domesticating the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability which will help us build specific legal protection for children with disability”
The campaign aims to shed light on a number of challenges faced by children with disability. There are few disability inclusive schools in Lesotho so thousands of children are denied their right to education or forced in to a segregated education system. Children’s homes and orphanages lack the resources and training to deal with children with disability, particularly intellectual disability, meaning that orphaned or abandoned children are left without shelter and protection. There is scarce financial or social support for parents or guardians of children with disability so many cannot afford to access basic services. 

The Day of the African Child celebration will take place on the Ground Floor of Pioneer Mall on Saturday 16 June from 12pm. Members of the public are invited to join in this free event and add their handprint to the flag from 1pm. There will be an interpretive dance performance from the children from Kannanelo school for the deaf from 1pm. 
Further information may be found on the campaign Facebook Page: Day of the African Child Lesotho. 
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