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From the Editor 


Welcome once again to the twenty third edition of Disability Lesotho, the monthly email newsletter from Lesotho National Federation of the Disabled which will be covering activities of April, 2014. 





The Disability Lesotho e-newsletter is a platform whereby partners in the disability sector share the work they do and learn from the work of others. This includes news, events, updates, activities and all issues affecting people with disability in Lesotho. We therefore welcome contributions of any nature from all organisations working to improve the lives of people in Lesotho, including those with disability.





I think us all enjoyed Easter holidays, I know to some of us it’s been tough but it was time to share sorrowfulness that Jesus Christ has been through. By so saying I hope when His rise from the death, our difficulties will be gone away in our lives. It is with only Jesus that we conquer. ‘Be all blessed’





Let us all change our attitudes and wear the shoes that people with disabilities are wearing, the shoes of challenges of life and social barriers 














people with disabilities are facing. Let us be the light of hope to people that we are working for. Wish you all the best once again.





I would like to take this opportunity to tell all the partners that I am no longer working for Itjareng Vocational Training Centre starting from the beginning of May, 2014 but will continue editing the Disability Lesotho.





If you would like to contribute to the next issue or have received this newsletter from a third party and wish to be included on the mailing list please contact Pascalina Letsau on (+266) 5905 5406 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:pletsau@gmail.com"�pletsau@gmail.com�





If missed any edition please visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.lnfod.org.ls"�www.lnfod.org.ls�





We welcome any feedback which may improve the quality and content of this free service. 





Best regards,


�


The Editor























ADVOCACY ASPECT























































































































ISSUE 23











April,  2013











GENERAL NEWS





April, 2013








ISSUE 23














LNFOD celebrates EU week





By: Pascalina Letsau


�


Deaf students at Kananelo showing their support for education of children with disabilities 





On the 28th April, 2014 LNFOD in partnership with the EU celebrated the EU week in Semonkong. European Union is one of the Developmental Partner which is funding the programme of Deepening Decentralization on issues of Disabilities within rural communities.


Making the week successful, LNFOD campaigned for Inclusive Education to learners with disabilities. The campaign was to place their coloured painted hand prints on the Lesotho map to support inclusive education in the country. The campaign started in Semonkong where the week was launched. LNFOD delegation started early on the day by running the flag to the schools around `Makhoalipana A10 community council in Semonkong. Learners from those schools put their hand prints on the flag signifying their support to education of children with disabilities. The schools who were involed were as follows; Polateng ECCD, Samuel Primary, St. Leornard Primary, Semonkong High School. 


This was followed by an overview of European Union and quiz led by His Exelency Head of EU Delegation in Lesotho himself at the Semonkong High school. This created a lot of interest from students at the school who showed a great participation.   





The day ended with formal speeches at the Makhoalipana A10 community council premises where the Principal Chief of Matieng who is also the member of Senate Mr. Seeiso Seeiso stated that the issue of disability in this country should be taken into a great consideration. ‘I would like to remind you that in the Senate house we had a visual impaired person Mr. Moses Refiloe Masemene who ended selected a Minister. I was hoping that the house will choose one person with disability to succeed him, but nothing happened like that. I am going to work hard to raise that issue to my colleagues, as people with disabilities have right to hold key positions in this country. 





Mr. Masemene was advising the house in many things to make Lesotho a better country.” said Morena Seeiso


He continued; ‘I am supporting the Sentebale, with that reason I would like to tell you that like I am assisting herdboys, I will not hesitate to help even people with disabilities as they deserve that. I am here for everyone who need assistance.’ He continued by showing that he is prepared to continue the legacy of his late mother, Queen Mamohato Bereng Seeiso who spent her whole life helping those who could not help themselves, and showed his appreciation to the EU head of delegation for considering to give support to the  organisations of disabilities in Lesotho. 


Ministry of Social Development was also invited. Acting PS, Mr. Masasa who was representing the Minister Mrs. ‘Matebatso Doti, said; ‘the Minister is out of the country and we were hoping that the minister of Agriculture will attend this event on behalf of ‘M’e ‘Matebatso but unfortunately got a serious problem that hinder him to be part of this event.


On behalf of the minister, Mr. Masasa said; ‘ The ministry is working in consultation with DPOs. The ministry is in the process of enacting Disability specific legislation that will establish clear legal framework for the promotion and protection of the rights of people with disabilities.’ He further continued that will be the fulfillment of the obligations of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which Lesotho signed in December 2008. “The ministry is hoping that before the end of this financial year ends, the Disability Equity Bill will have ben presented to parliament and its subsequent enactment into law will start to make positive improvement in the lives of persons with disabilities.” He concluded. 





The EU representative Mr. Hans 














































































































D – day for Disability 


By: Pascalina Letsau


�


 Minister Doti interested in Solar Cooker made at Itjareng





On the 7th April, 2014 Itjareng Vocational Training Centre had an exhibition for Handicrafts created by students with disability. The objective of this event was to target the potential employers, as people with disabilities who have been trained are not given the opportunity of showing their abilities. So through Extension office, Itjareng decided to have the show of the products produced by both the current and the ex – trainees. The idea was to attract more customers from the communities around the territory of Itjareng. 





People with disabilities are able to design products that are attractive but it is hard for people to support by buying from them. On the same day the trainees, people with disabilities and elderly around the Masianokeng community were applying for Birth Certificates as every Mosotho has to do so. 





LNFOD Advocacy officer Mr. Nkhasi Sefuthi showed that it is very difficult to people with disabilities to access services that non – disabled people, so on behalf of people with disabilities LNFOD would like to thank ministry of home affairs
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affairs for letting them to register for birth certificates. “It is our wish that people around Masianokeng community to support by buying or order things in Itjareng. I am saying this because people with disabilities are able to produce good products but cannot market themselves due to inaccess of roads and environment.’ Said Sefuthi





The activity was very successful as the Minister of Social Development Mrs. ‘Matebatso Doti delivered their speeches about the day. When talking the Minister said; ‘I real like to congratulate Itjareng for having a huge activity like this one and having the opportunity of registering for birth certificates as it is not easy for people with disabilities to reach the offices of home affairs. I would like to thank the ministry of home affairs for the initiative took by bring services to this centre. As the ministry, we are working hard to assist people sith disabilities in general by providing assistive devices and willing to give out the start – up kits for their businesses. ’





�


Hon. Minister of Social Development – Mrs. ‘Matebatso Doti
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Public gatherings





By: Pascalina Letsau


�


Pitso at Rothe Village in Maseru


In order to raise awareness to the communities within villages of Lesotho, LNFOD women’s forum held some public gatherings (Pitsos) in vilaages around. The first Pitso was held at Rothe Village in the Maseru district. This village is in the Southern part of Maseru. The second Pitso was held at Lit’silong village in Berea.


The topics in these both Pitsos were on Violence, Education and Training towards girls and women with disabilities.  I would like to clarify that the Forum is responsible for issues of men, women and children with disabilities. This means that we covered all these groups to make communities understand our role as a forum.


 


�


Pitso at Lit’silong village in Berea





Farmer who is visually impaired  





By: Pascalina Letsau





In the village of Linakeng in Butha – Buthe district, there lived a young man aged 32 years old with visually impaired person by the name of Moeti Thabisi. 





Moeti attended school up to Form B; due to disability barrier I did not finish my high school. I struggled until I decided to do farming as part of life. I have a field next to the river where I am using cattle to plough and produce food. I am planting all types of vegetables like cabbage, beetroot, tomato, carrots and many more. “I do not have a place to sell all this produce, what I am doing is to sell them straight from the field. This type of selling is not good at all as sometimes products get rotten.” says Thabisi 





It is not easy to do the job that I am doing especially with the impairment that I have. People have so many questions about how I am doing things, which means people still do not understand disability. The challenges that are faced by farmers with disabilities are; we are denied some of our rights like if there are farmers that are given seeds and equipments, people with disabilities hardly get them. I would like to see people with disabilities to get everything that they are supposed to get like other people who are not disabled. Even people with disabilities need support to improve their projects like irrigation systems and many.





“I would like to find someone to help me irrigation system to take my farming to the next level and improve my project. I wish the government can do something for people with disabilities, when can our lives change?” commended Thabisi


�


 Moeti Thabisi- A farmer in a training workshop
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In Butha – Buthe the programme is working in T’sa – le – Moleka, ‘Nqoe, Likila and Ngoajane Community Councils. Berea district, the councils that are covered by the programme are as follows; Senekane, Kanana, Phuthiatsana, Mapoteng and Tebe – tebe community councils. In Maseru the work will be done in `Makhoalipana, Mohlakeng, Ratau, Manonyane, Qiloane and Makhoarane community councils. The last district is Mohales’ hoek where there will be 5 community councils, namely; Siloe, Mashaleng, Thaba-Mokhele, Khoelenya and Lithipeng. 





The four district coordinators shared to the other participants that in all the 20 community councils where the project works, there have been public gathering held in the electoral divisions where local development committees are being invited, as well as PWDs in those areas. The main business here has been engaging with the committees to find space in their committees to allow at least one PWD to participate as a member of such committee so that such member will be able to stand for the rights of colleagues with disabilities. PWDs have been drafted-in into the committees in at least 3 Electoral Divisions in each of the 20 community councils. In most electoral divisiobns, the PWDs have been nominated in the committess of;


Support groups


Piggery project committee


Grazing committee 


Water committee














Knowledge sharing workshop





�


Participants during the training workshop at Semonkong





On the 26th – 27th April, 2014 Lesotho National Federation of Organisations of the Disabled (LNFOD) held a two – day training workshop to share experiences on challenges that are faced by people with disabilities in these four districts namely; Butha – Buthe, Berea, Maseru and Mohales’ hoek. 





Each District has the Disability District Coordinator, Butha – Buthe is Mr. Hlalefang Konka, Berea district Mr. Nqosa Moreenyane. Maseru is Mrs. Bongiwe Buzi and Mohales’ hoek is Mr. Ntšebele Molomo.  


All these coordinators will be working together with the local authorities within their working areas and are persons with different types of disabilities.





The training was under the funding from European Union (EU) which is major contributor to the  ‘Deepening Decentralization Programme in Lesotho.’ The programme is meant to work for three years. The activity was held at Semonkong in the district of Maseru.





The objectives of the workshop;





To share experiences and good practices from different districts. 


To create a platform for where progress on the implementation of the project is shared. 


To equip representatives of persons with disabilities with skills of advocacy within their own community councils.
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Disability Advocacy Coalition bi-annual meeting on Inclusive Post 2015 Development Agenda for Persons with Disabilities with targets and indicators


�


Members of Disability Advocacy Coalition in a meeting 








The meeting will be held at Lehakoe Recreation Club on the 14th April, 2014





The invitees are Principal Secretaries from these ministries; Ministry of Development Planning and Foreign Affairs 























�


Minister of Social Development presenting her speech








“I need to be compensated”





By: Marathane Lesaoana


“I am Marathane Lesaooana a 32 year male from Ha Lepae Semonkong, I managed to reach only Grade 3 at school. ‘I am now a wheelchair – user, as I got shot and the bullet remained in my body. I was at Ha Ts’osane when the incident happened, the year 1994.The former Prime Minister, the leader of Basotho Congress Party the late Dr. Ntsu Mokhehle stepped down and the activists of his party wanted him to get back to the presidency. There soldiers fired their guns to the people, I did not know what happened only found myself down. There were no people next to me only two people who were trying to pick me up. It is now about 19 – 20 years now living with the bullet in my body. I am now amputed both legs.” With a sad face says Lesaooana


‘The report was send to the Ministry of Defense I was taken to Queen 11 Hospital, from there sent to Pilonom Hospital. I did not get any help from that hospital. The former government and other members of the current government knows about my story. Everyone is promising to help but there is no progress in this matter. Up untile now I am still looking for someone to help me get my compensation from the government. I have been working this with the former PS Mrs. ‘Malebesa from 2004. I am now back with PS Mr. Sehlooho. I am always told that my file missed so there is no way I can get help.’ 


“I think there is someone who is benefitting from my injury. I wonder who can help go through this case and get my compensation.” Says Marathane







































































Water, Sanitation and Disability





By: Pascalina Letsau





Water is an important asset to every Mosotho and a right as well. By water and sanitation I do understand that people should have a clean water for their good health and sanitation for a good hygiene.





As Basotho are happily talking about water as their precious resource; it would be plausible to see benefits of this resource when it comes to girls and women with disabilities. The terrain of Lesotho is not accessible to people with disabilities especially to girls and women with disabilities.





What are the barriers facing girls and women with disabilities when coming to water and sanitation?





People with physical impairement may be unable to collect water or carry it for long distances. Some people may find well walls and water taps to high to their bodies. It can be difficult for this group of people as to hold on to for balance to avoid falling into a well, pond or toilet. Long or slippery paths and poor lighting also limit the use of toilets for girls and women with disabilities.





Girls during their time of adolescents are forced to use different facilities than other members of the family. In this incidents there are increased risk of accidents and physical attack, these includes rape. Lets look at someone with intellectual disability, in our villages most people are misusing them to collect water from wells. At times, she can do this for more than five families without resting. Each family will dish out for her thanking the job she has done for the family.








Water, sanitation and hygiene is a right to every Mosotho to have the enjoyment of the highest attainable standards of health to facilitate the treatment of illness and rehabiliteation of health.





In Lesotho culture, a girl is responsible to see that there is water in a household. A girl with physical impairement can face significant difficulties in using a hand pump or to open the outdoor toilet. She can then beg other people for assistance. With this she can be vulnerable to abuse which can render these facilities inaccessible.





Most girls with disabilities do not attend school as they need accessible toilets. It is difficult for girls to access clean water to drink while at school. It is difficult to access toilets as they are up and narrow for them to get in. Everything that these children need, they will have to ask someone to help them. 





It is still a concern to people with disabilities in this country  that some places like toilets, water taps or hygiene facilities are still being designed and built without adequate corcern to people with disabilities. It is high time that Lesotho government think deeply when dealing with constructions of everything.





There is this thing of Metolong dam to supply areas of Maseru villages with water. What is going to happen to other villages like the rural villages where most girls with disabilities are being found? I would advise the decision makers to think for girls and women with disabilities in this regard and work with them or through their organizations to improve access and quality.  
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OPINION PIECE








They are vulnerable and prune to accidents and rapes because they get water from far places so the mobility is not good for them especially the physical disabled





5. If you were the Minister of Energy, Water and Meteorology what would you do to remove the barrier they are facing?





I would try by all means to see that people with disabilities especially get energy and water services easily like anyone else





6. What type of disability would you choose, if you were to become disabled?





I would choose being deaf. The reason being the communication is not a problem as I will be using sign language





7. among well known persons with disabilities, whom would you date and why?





For the fact that I am married now, I would not date them but if I was still a boy I would date Nteboheng Kele, she is very beautiful, I also hope she has a good heart.








�





Mr. Footle David Pelea


Teacher – Kananelo Centre for the Deaf





What is your status of disability?





I am non – disabled Mosotho man





How is it to work wit people with disabilities?





It is very challenging because there are some things that cannot reach in order to help them. 





What do you understand by water and sanitation?





The correct use of clean water and toilets for hygiene purposes





4. How does water and sanitation affect people with disabilities especially girls and women?
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SPOTLIGHT 








UPCOMING EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ADVOCACY WORK





April, 2013











ISSUE 23








Public gatherings in project areas for branch formation as well as identification of Animators 





Validation workshop on Advocacy and human rights manual in Maseru.  








